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GALAT, V. 13% 


an-----oo Brethren, ye have been called 
uno Liberty; only uſe not Liberty 
for an Ocgafion to the Fleſh, but by 


Love ſerve one another. 


— ——— — — Dt — — — 


#2 IBERTY is a Ward of a 

he. leaſing and agreeable Sound, 
1 too often taken in its 
aning, and milapphed in 
its irs Uſe Rightly underſtood 


3 it deſerves to be numbred a- 
mong the choiceſt Bleſſings of ven, aid 
the moſt valuable Enjo of Life. It 


s the immediate Gift of God, and the pecu- 
lar Privilege of a Reaſonable Creature. 

in:nimate Creatures are determined by the 
Nece/iry of their own Natures Creatures 
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endued with Life and Senſe are led by I. 
ſtint to ſeek and to do thoſe Things that 
tend to the Cominuance of their Species 
and the Preſervation of themſeves; . An 
alone, who is a rational Agetr, Tiber 
does properly belong: For he alone acts upon 
Choice and Principle, can diſcern between 
Good, and Evil, and ſeparate Truth from 
Falſhood; can compare and review, deliberate 
and judge, examine into Circumſtances, and, 
in a good Meaſure, foreſee the Iſſues and 
Eonfequences of his Actions. To 2 Being 
thus qualified and endowed, Liberty is an 
Excellent Poſſæſſion, and a Mighty Treaſure, 
ſtudiouſly to be maintain d, and carefully 
to be uſed within the Bounds of Duty and 
Charity, I ſay, within the Bounds of Day 
and Charity, for it is a very great Miſtake to 
think that any Liberty may be extended be- 
yond theſe ; neither the Word of Gop, nor 
the Principles of human Reaſon, will juſtity 
ſuch a Notion. The Liberty which recom: 
mends itſelf to us, as Men and Chriſtians 
implies, not a Freedom from all Bonds; or R 
ſtraints whatſoever, but a Freqdom fromm. . 
vile Bonds, and Harb Reſtraints; ſuch as am 
unworthy our Natures, and inebnfiftent 
with the Dignity of them; ſuch as deprive 
us of any part of that Peace and Security 
which it is allowable for us to deſire and en- 
deavour after in this preſent State, and him. 
der us imthe Purſuit of that unſpeakable Hab. 


pineſs and Glory we hope to en oy in A 15 
un te. 


— —— — —— — 
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dune. From ſuch Bonds and Reſtraints it ig 
n Happineſs to be free; but ſtil, the Liber 
ty to which we are called, neither: deſtroys 
lor leflens any Obligation of Duty to oh 
Gov, or Charity to our Brethren ; and is ſd 
fir from countenancing or encouraging us in 
be Violation of either of theſe; that it is it. 
f en Argument and a Motive for the 
ncater Zeal and Solicitude in the Diſcharge 
of them both, This, I hope, will appear to 
e the Force and Meaning of the Words I 
me choſen for the Subject of the preſent 
Ducourfſe. 3 . . ye bave been 
ald unte Liberty, only uſe not Liberty for an 
(icaſon 10 the Fleſh, but by Love ſerve one 
tler, From which Paſſage ſhall endea- 
ur to new, 


* 


birt, The Nature and Kinds of that Li 
berty to which we are called. 


Secondly, When, and by what Means, it is 
£1 ly y abuſed, and made an Occaſion to 
Ll, — 1 leſh. a 


„ This ily, That. if we will uſe it with Aa- 
lage to others and ourſelves, we muſt 
m St. Paul's Directions, and by Love 
erte one another. 


l am to ſhew, the Nature and Kinds 
TH Liberty we are called to. The Li- 
ity ; can be by any Means entitled to, 


muſt 


| 
| 
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muſt concern us as Men under the Guidand 
of rational Faculties, or as Chriſtians wg 
own. a revealed and inſtituted Religion, or at 
Members of a Civil Community: There is | 
Liberty which belongs to us as Men, dere 
from, and claimed under, the Supreme aud 
All-wife Being, the Source and Fountain af 
all Created Beings, the Author and Giver gf 
every good Gift, who, in this Reſpect, hath 
made us to differ from the reſt. of the Crea. 
tion. He hath animated our Bodies with im- 
material Souls; and given us a kind of Com- 
mand over our ſelves Before we enter upo 
any Action, we can confider and delibed 
rate, examine its Nature, Circumſtances and 
and proceed, or forbear, according td 
the Reſult of ſuch Examination. With Reg 
ſpe& to our Minds, we can ordinarily chuſt 
what Subject we will employ them upon; wg 
can direct our Thoughts to this or that par 
ticular Branch of Knowledge which pleaſe 
us beſt, and dwell moſt upon thoſe Idea 
which we are moſt delighted withal, With 
reſpect to our Bodies, Reſt or Motion, thi 
or that particular Kind of Action, the doing 
or the not doing of it, depends on the Dire 
ction and Determination of the Mind. 
fay, ordinarily it is thus with us, not always 
for the Body may be confitied by Force, 
diſabled by Sickneſs and Pain; and ſo f 
this Liberty, which conſiſts in a Power 


ett, or nt to act, according at the Mind 4 
rea 
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ro: 725 2 But though this be a valuable 
Lherty, which well deſerves to be diſcuſs'd? 
yer, being forergn® to that which St. Paul 
peaks of, muſt not be enlarged upon at this 
Time. For St. Pau ſpeaks not of the Liber. 
ein which” we Were created, but of that 
which we may claim and enſoy, by Vertue of 
ur Re denprinm tbrn t h the Bb ,. ESU'S 
CHRIST '-who"Warh" 'Teleaſed” us from the 
gervitude' öf Si, zuck the Hongduge of Cor- 
tion, and aſſerted us into the lorious 2 
grey of the" Sont f G0 D, Of this Liberty 
many Great and Excellent Thing nos are ſpoken 
n the Sacred Oracles. © Indeed if we'view r 
recilcly, as it reſpects the cms, it ſignifies on- 
Ir a Freedom from the Law of Moſes ; but 
f we take in the whole Compaſs of Chriſtian 
Liberty,” It cortſiſts of theſe Parts and Bran- 
5 
A Deliverance from our Spiritual Ene- 

ws, Sin, Satan and Death. | 

2. Diſchatge from the Ritual or Cere- 
no: a Law, which as Chriſtians we are un- 
er no Obligation to obſerve. Conſequent 
Prey nto is, e 

A Freedom in all Things of a idle 

11 1n{ifferent Nature, in Mears and Drinks, 
nd peacrally in whatever other Things, that 
me ne:!her commanded nor forbidden, by the, 
Lay of Gob; provided always, that this 
Iredom be uſed without Contempt or Diſ- 
Oedience to our r Lawful Superiors, and with- 


ri 
Mr. LOCK's ay of fluman Underſtanding, B. 2. Ch, 9 
Out 
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out Scandal or Offence to our weak Brethren 
To which I may add, | 


- * 


4. As another Branch of our Chriſtian Li. 
berty, That the Great Charter of our Peace 
and Salvation, is put into all our Hands, and 

open to our View. I mean the written Word 
of Go p, The ſole unerring Rule of Faith and 
Manners; nor may we receive any Dodrine | 
contrary thereunto, nor join in any Practice 
forbidden thereby. See we here the Extent, 
ſee we alſo the ineſtimable Worth of Chriſti- 
an Liberty! Go p, who is rich in Mercy, for | 
the Love mherewith be hath loved us, has re- 
ſcued us from the Tyranny of our Luſts, and 
the Dominion of Satan; has delivered us from 
the ſting of Death which is Sin, and from the | 
ſtrength of Sin which is the Law. He that | 
condeſcended to become Man for our Sakes, | 
was content alſo to be made a Curſe for us, 
that we through him might obtain and inherit } 
all Kinds of Bleſſings. - Nor have be receive! 
the Spirit of Bondage to fear, but we have re. 
ceiued the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, | 
Abba, Father. And as many as are led by te 
Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God. ho. 
hold now what manner of. Love the Fitter Wl 
hath beſtowed upon us that we ſhould be called 
the Sons of God f. The Advantages, as well 
as the Honour, of this Relation are illuſtri- 
ouſly Great. For tho' it doth not yet appear 
what de ſhall be, yet, we know that when 
ſball appear we ſhall be like bim, for we fral! 


Rom, vitie 19, T5, I Fobn I.. xc 
1 Fon iii. . 


le bim as be is, Ouglit we not to pay all 
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Duty and Gratitude to our Lord IE SuS CHRIST 
the Purchaſer and Donor of this Liberty, who 
has given us boldneſs to enter into tb Holieſt by 
his Blood, by @ new and living Way which he 
hath conſecreted for us through the Vail, that 
i; to ſay, his Fleſb +, who hath fulfilled all 
Kightcouſneſs, and abrogated the Ceremonial 
Li, which was both weak and defective in 
it ſelf, and heavy and burthenſome in its Ob- 
ſcrrances? It was defe@ive in it ſelf, for it 
war but 2 Figure for the Time preſent, in which 
were o/fered both Gifts and Sacrifices which 
wild not make him that did the Service perfect 
0: pertaining to the Conſcience; and it was 
burthemtome to be obſerved, becauſe it food 
mich in Meats and Drinks and divers Waſh- 
nz: and carnal Ordinances ||, which were im- 
roled, not as moſt excellent in their own Na- 
ture, but as moſt ſuitable to the Temper of 
the People upon whom they were laid, not 
vith a Deſign to continue for ever, but only 
ni, che time of Reformation, The Jewiſh 
Gurch was in a State of Pupillage and Mi- 
rity, according to that of the Apoſtle, he 
Liv wa: cur Schoolmafter to bring us to Chriſt , 
who in the fulneſs of Time was ſent forth from 
bad, to Nedeem them which were undey the 
lam, and to blot out the band-writing of Or- 
&nance: g hat was againſt us, which was contra- 
ud 's, which therefore, he toał out of tie 


? Heb. x, 19, 20, | Heb. ix. 9, 10. 4 Galli, 24; 
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way, nailing it to bis Croſs g. - That we might 
all haue acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father, 
and be made E of: the Promiſes I, and 
diſclaiming the Righteouſneſs which is of the | 
Law, truſt to that only which is through the | 
Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which. is of | 
Uod by Faith. Being thus made free by the 
Son of Go, we ought to ſtand at an equal | 
Diſtance from the Rudiments of the World, | 
and the beggarly Elements of the Law, a: | 
like careful, that we be not ſpoiled through 1 
vain Philoſophy, or carnal Ordinances, ſuch as | 
touch nat, taſie not, handle nat, which all are 
to periſh. with the uſing. Which Things have | 
indeed; a ſbem of Wiſdom in WWill-worſhip and 
Humility, and neglecting of the Body, nit in a- 
ny Honour to the ſatisfying of the Fleſb f. 
There may be a Shew..of Wiſdom, but no- 
thing of true and ſolid Worth in ſuch Ser- 
vices; nor are we therefore to ſubject our 
ſelves to them, or to be deluded and entangled 
with them; but to adhere ſtedfaſtly to that 
new and holy Way of Worſhip, inſtituted and 
eſtabliſhed by our Bleſſed Lord. And that 
we may know how to value and preſervec tlus 
our. Chriſtian Liberty, Gop has vouchfaſed 
1 à4 ſtanding Revelation of his Will, to guide 
our Feet in the Way of Truth and Everlaſt- 
ing Peace. Yes, we have a ſure Word of Pe. 
phecy * to attend to; a ſealed Book, I mean 
the Canon of Sacred Scriptures, to confult 


— ay 


Cal. ſi. 14. 4. C55, Hi. o. [ Philipp in. 5 
Cal. iv. 9. C.. ii. 8, 21,22, 23. + 2 fete ly: 
2 es 2.41 
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10d adviſe with z to the Words of which no 
Man may add, and from which no Man may 
minih. I could notthelptheſe brief Expla- 
1111003 on the ſeveral Branches of our Chriſti- 
1n Liberty, which is a Subject ſo copious and 
%lobhttul, that it is eaſier to multiply Words 
1101 it, than to reſtrain them, Give me leave 
07 accommodate thiꝶ gub ject to our ſelves. 
Wo, my Brethren ate called to a twofdld 
Liberty, . Religious and Civil We, profeſs the 
Goſpel of CHRIS T in the Simplicity thereof, 
ind are in the full and peaceable Enjoyment 
of that Liberty where with our Lord hath ma 
«free, We, I ſay, who have the Happineſs to 
e Members of the Church of England, have 
great Reaſon to praiſe GOD and congratulate 
ach other on this Behalr, Methinks, it al- 
woſt wants an Apology, that, after having 
liſcourſed on Chriſtian Liberty, I ſhould men- 
con it to a Congregation of Chriſtians, as a 
peclal Favour! and Bleiling, that they are in 
the Poileſtion of it. For if it was ſettled by 
(HH on the whole Church, then every Mem- 
*r of that Church has a Right to enjoy it. 
but tho' this be true, yet if we conſider the 
dn; of our ſelves; or the Sufferings of others, 
and 2ow much Chriſtianity that nom 75,118 al- 
2.) 1nd changed from that which was in the 
J.ys of the. Apoſtles, and their immediate 
ducccflors, we ſhall ſee abundant Cauſe to ac- 
eon badge the iſtinguiſbing Goodneſs of Hea- 
© towards us. It has pleaſed G0 , for the 
i94:1;5 gf the Chriſtian World, to permit a 
„ 
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great part of ic to fall into Bondage and Ser. 
vitude: And the Religion of CHRIST has, in 
this Reſpect, been even worſe uſed than waz 
the Law of Moſes. Burthens have been laid 
upon Chriſtians, heavy and grievous to be 
born, which rhe Impoſers would not touch with 
one of their Fingers, The Commandments if 
Men have been taught for Do&#rines, and the 
expreſs Lews r GOD changed or ſer aſide t 
make roam for human Inventions. I ned 
not —_ intend this Charge againſt the 
Church of Rome, who by claiming an abſo. 
lute Dominion over all other Churches, requi 
ring her Conſtitutions and Decrees to be re- 
ver d and obeyed as Oracles ; by adding new 
Articles of Faith, by introducing a thouſand 
ſuperſtitious Practices, and uncommanded Se- 
verities, and making them all efſential to Chri- 
ſtianity, and neceſſary to Salvation, has done 
her utmoſt to enſlave the whole Chriſtian 
World, has actually reduced her own Mem- 
bers to a State of wretched Subjection, and 
extinguiſnhed the very Notion of Chriſtian Li- 
berty. For what Notion of Liberty can be 
preſerved in a Church where the Scriptures are 
withheld, and publick Service performed in 
an unknown Tongue; where a full and un- 
conditional Obedience is required to a1! Or. 
ders and Deciſions, as well in Matters of 
Practice as Faith, where the Members neither 


—— 


think themſelves obliged nor warranted to en- 


quire into any Points fettled by the Authority 
of the Church, which they are to regard 25 


Sacred 
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Wed and Infallible *? and therefore to ſubs 
uit :0, and receive all and eyery thing there- 
n enjoined, upon Pain of incurring the Cen- 
bre, and feeling the hot Diſpleaſure, of an 
(19/1150 in this World, and of being con- 
fac over, with horrible Solemnity and 
form, to eternal Damnation in the next; 
From this Toke, which neit her me nor gun Fa. 
thers were able to bear, we have been free e- 
rr fince the happy and glorious Reformation 
o our Religion. Blind Faith and implicite 
Obedience are diſclaimed in our Church, for: 
o we teach, That much Reverence it to b 
men 1s the Writings of the Godly Ancient Fa · 
lere, more to the Canons and Decrees of Ge- 
wal 214 Provincial Councils, and not a little 
the Fudg ment of Learned, Saler, and God- 
Dine of later and preſent Times, both in 
ur 093 and other Reformed Churches; yet we 
en allo, That we may not, jurare in verba, 
Faith upon them as upon & ſure Foun- 
%% 2 as to receive for undoubted Truth 
„erer they bold, and to rejeit as a groſs 
- Wo atever they diſallow, without farther: 
„ „asian +. The Articles of the Church of 
n are all founded upon the Sacred Scri- 
„ W's. and proveable by the expreſs Words of 


"5 * -->———Clamant iſti nibit oportere immutari, his rebus ho» 

"mm ans (atis fieri, Romanam Eccleſiam iſta decreviſſe, eam 
of are wn dee. Sylveſter enim Prierias ait. Ecclefiam Roma- 
er un eſe 11am ty Regulam veritatis: Sacras Scripturus ab it 


4, 0 317 :tatem g fidem accipere. = . 
U- lat dic072 imuſſu Romane Ecclefie ns clariſſime quidem Scri- 
ty Ps cre/ordum eſſe. Joan. Jucl, Apol, pro Eec. Aug. 


. 


2 Sandes, Ferm. 
22 


Pighius etiam now 


them, 
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hem, or by the cleareſt Deductiots from them 
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all Ages, ever have claimed and exerciſed, and 
ever will and muſt do fo) for Decency and EA 
difieation. Which Power, thus claimed anY 
exerciſed, in Things of an indifferent Naturey 
wherein the Scripture is ſilent, is conliften 
with Chriſtian Liberty, in its due Latitudg 
and Extent, Add to this Liberty, which ug 
enjoy in Religious Matters, our Civil Libery 
which, tho' of a leſs valuable Nature ti! 
the former, is not to be paſſed over, in Ne 
le& or Forgetfulneſs. The Welfare of ti! 
Soul, and the Joys of Eternity, do ind. 
challenge our deepeſt Cares, and warmeſt Put 


ſults; yet it is alſo very natural, and "wh 1 
ou 


* 
U 
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Vale for us to be concern'd for the Prefer: 
eon of our Bodies, the Proſperity of our Fa- 
„es, and whatever elſe tends to our preſent 
deer Security. This has always been the 
c ot Mankind. The Grecians inſtituted 
CO Games to Jupiter * Eleutherius, the Aſſertor 
MM Liberty, which were celebrated every Fifth 
WW ur, by Deputies ſent ro Plataæ, from almoſt 
Ye Cities of Greece, and called FAw S412, 
WM 6c Liberty, the Romans alſo erected a 
YI tlc to Liberty, and worſhipped her as a 
dcs. And as moſt of the Wars recorded 
(8 © [ory have proceeded from aeThirſt of 
cr and Dominion on the Part of the Ag- 


reſors, ſo have the Defendants been anima- 
wit h the Love of their native Country, and 
It nahe 7ealouſy for the Freedom and Liber- 


1 
crcot, which ſeems not peculiar to this 
bet Nation or People, but common to the 


mole Race of Mankind, By Liberty I hope 
lone wa think J mean an nmmimnity from Go- 
mn; or Law: that were a ſavage Liberty 
deed, fit only to reign in Foreſts and Deſarts, 
ud among Beaſts of Prey. A Man might as 
i! p{:2d for Confuſion and Wickedneſs, or 
me a Panegyrick upon a 'Tempeſt or Hurri- 
ane, as recommend Liberty under ſo wild 
Wtion as that. * That Nation or People 
wy be ſaid to be at fie Liberty, who govern 
lemſelves by Laws of their own Making, 


*b Foctet's Antig. of Greec. Vol. I. p. 2. 0 the Rel. oj 
ec, ch, 20. + Tull. de nat. Deor. I. 2. Liv. Hiſ. 1. 24: 
* Uber populi : i. e. qui neq; leges accipiebant a Populo Rom. 
Wc neg yopklns Rom. jus dicebat. Tul. Or at. in L. Piſon. 

with: 
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without paying Subjection to, or admitting the 
Interpoſition of, any Foreign Power. And the! 
Members of that Community are alſo at ful] 
Liberty, who are ruled by ſtated and well. 
known Laws, to which they have given their] 
Conſent ; and according to which Juſtice and] 
Equity are fairly and unpartially diſtributed 
Now whether theſe general Characters of L. 
berty are to be found in this State and King. 
dom, will not, I hope, be made a Queſtion F 
by any, I dare ſay, not by ſo worthy an AC 
ſembly as this. Our Conſtitution is a Legal! 
Monarchy, in which the Dignity of the Prince] 
and the Security of the Subject is conſulted; f 
our Laws are contrived and made, by a ſelect 
Number of the moſt honourable and wife Per. 
ſons, whoſe Approbation and Concurrence 
mult be had, before they are tender d to the 
Royal Aſſent; they are then ſolemnly promul-J 
ged to the whole Realm, and Obedience requi- 
red to them. As for the Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence, the Juſtice and the Mercy of theſe Laus, 
how well they guard the Honour, and ſupport F 
the Dignity of the Crown, maintain the Peace, 
and defend the Properties of the People; how 
wiſely they are deſigned to reſtrain all Diſor-] 
ders, and cure all Diſtempers in the State; 0 
obviate all poſſible Miſchiefs, and prevent or 
puniſh every Kind and Degree of Wickednels; 
how much Encouragement they afford tothole | 
who are diligent and induſtrious, quiet and 
peaceable in the Land, and how admirably 


utted to promote univerſal Peace and Happ! 
nels; 


* 
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{:; need not be ſaid before ſuch an Audience 
TR At leaſt it would ill become Me to 
large upon theſe Particulars, aud to diſcourſe 
of the -xcellence or Uſefulneſs of our: Laws, 
fore ſo many of Rank and Eminence in the 
[row/le ge of them; before them who are not 
NC \.lt1nguiſhed by their High Office in the 
Law, than by their profound Capacity, unwea- 
ned We '2cnce, and untainted Integrity in the 
Nichzrge of it, It may ſuffice therefore to ob- 
E. Nat our Government is mild and indul- 

it the old Roman Privilege inſiſted on 
15 2 u, may alſo be challenged by every 
me of eus, vis, That it is not lawful to pu- 
nh 3 Subject of Great Britain Uncondemned, 
ter to condemn him Uncried. The moſt fla- 
grant Uitender may promiſe himſelf a patient 
_ and a full Prof, before he fall under 
Kentenc and in all Civil Cauſes the Plaintiff 
"1 ci-ndant are both heard at large; and 

lic is brought in by unbiaſſed and diſ- 

Perſons; ſo that nothing is wanting 
N o the | Part of the Law, which intends, that 


futter id Equity ſhould always take place, 


ne non, that is diſſatisfied with: ſuch a Go- 
errman as this, would not, perhaps, be ha 
mr, and in truth is hardly ft to live under any 
905111110177 at all. He that thinks a Liberty 


rithin the Compaſs of theſe Laws too re- 


ira ad, neither underſtands what true Liber- 
” 5, 1101 13 worthy to enjoy it; for ſurely a 
ut) without the Bounds of Virtue and 
4%, > dut a Privilege to put the World in 


C 2 Con- 


16 The Uſe and d Abuſe _ 


Confuſion, and a Licenſe for a Man to dſtroy 
himſelf. 
Having been thus large on the firſt Head,] 
ſhall ſay the leſs to the Second, which was to 
ſhew, When, and by what Means tbe Liberty 
iv which. we are called is grolly abuſed, and! 
made an Occaſion to the Fleſh. I muſt treat this 
Subject in the moſt geueral Manner, by l= 
ing down what I verily believe tobe the Truth, 
and what I hope will appear fo to others, tho 
it be not ſupported at this Time with particu-] 
lar Reaſonings and Argumentations, The molt! 
notorious Abuſes of Liberty are comprizabla 
under four Heads, for they reſpect either the 
Church, the State, our Chriſtian Þrethren,] 
or our ſelves. With reſpect to the Church, 
Chriſtian Liberty is han. abuſed, when it is] 
pleaded as a Diſcharge from all Duty and 0.4 
bligation, to comply with the Uſe of indife-4 
rent Things in the Worſhip of Gop, when fucl 
Things are enjoin'd and eſtabliſhed by the Com. 
mand of lawtul Superiors. That the Church 
is a Society of Men united to God and ts then. 
ſelves by a Divine Covenant, that it bas its pro- 
per Officers of an higher and lower Deg | 
aud is ſubject to certain Orders and Regulati 
ous, that it reſults * from the Nature of 4 
Societies, that the Governors of them pu 
have a Power of ordering what ſeems 1 7 them 
moit for the Beauty and Advantage of them 
chat they ſhould be Fudges of what cond'lie: 
this End, ani ſhould bave a Title to the e 06:4 


1 t 


T. Bp, Hoadley' Rea onab[ene 5s of Conformity, p. 37. 
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dience of the People under their Care, in what-+ 
+121 does not contradiſt the Laws of that Socie- 
ty which they are all to be governed. That 
% Power is by the general Precepts of the 
(vel, actually given to thole, with whom 
the Czre of the Church is entruſted, I ſhall 
not labour to prove. Now taking it for grant- 
, think L well may, that in the Church 
ug land her Doctrines are conformable to 
1c \ ord of Gop, that in her Conſtitutions 
aud Injunctions relating to External Wor- 
up, and the Miniſtration of Holy Offices; 
nothing is commanded which the Word of 
Gor has forbidden; nor forbidden, which the 
Word of Gop hath commanded ; that her Ce- 
rcmonies are few and fignificant, ſo far from 
debaling or encumbring the Worſhip of Gap, 
wat they tend to preſerve Order and Decency 
it; that they are eſtabliſned for this very 
Firoſc, and declar'd to be neither immutable 


heir Nature, nor eſſential to the Worſhip 
of C90, nor of neceſſity to Salvation; that O- 
bahn e is Tequir'd to them, not in reſpect to 
tlie {ings themſelves, but in reſpect to the 
lam fes Power that has en join d them; I ſay, af- 
ter all this, to declare againſt the Uſe of in- 
erent Things in the Worſhip of God, be- 
1/2 {cttled by the Orders of Men, is, in ef- 
to declare againſt all regulated Worſhip, 
external Communion (for there never can 
but ſuch Orders muſt take Place) and 
102. the Covert of Chriſtian Liberty, to patro- 
Dieiſion, and introduce Diſorder and 

Con- 
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Confuſion. Briefly, the Liberty to which ws 
are called, as Chriſtians, © neither vacates nor 
leſſens any Obligation we are under (by the 
Word of Go, or the Principles of Chriftiari. 
ty) of endeavouring to keep the Unity of th- 
Spirit in the Bond of Pace. Jo proceed. 
With reſpect to the State, Chriſtian Liberty is 
then moſt egregiouſly abuſed, when it is plead- 
ed in Excuſe of any Diſobedience or Contempt 
to the Civil Authority. For whereas the Scyi. 
ptures command, Every Soul to be ſubjeF in 
the higher Powers, and require us 79 ſubmit 74 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſthe; 
declaring this to be the very WII of God; and 
the only Way of filencing the Ignorance of 
fooliſh, and refuting the Calumny of wicked 
Men, who miſrepreſented the Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine, as tho it weakned or undermined the 
Civil Authority, and that therefore it was un- 
ſafe for Princes to admit it into their Domin!- 
ons, or encourage the Men who profeſſed it; 
whereas, I fay, for the Removal of this 1njuri- 
ous Objection, the Apoſtles did, by repeated 
Precepts, charge the Chriſtians with a dotitul 
Behaviour to all Civil Powers, whether Su. 
pream or Subordinate! To interpret Chr id 
Liberty to be an Exemption from theſe Powers, 
is to do the higheſt Wrong to Chriſtianity, and 
to the Sacred Writings, as tho they taught lu 
conſiſtencies and Contradictions. This Not ion 
is condemned thro almoſt every Page of the 
New Teſtament; condemned too by fober RC 
on, which looks upon it with Infamy and A. 
| | | hor: 
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horrence, as the Parent of Tumult and Sedition. 
For tom this wild Notion of Liberty, ſprang 
hit Enthuftaſtic Tenet, that Dominion is foun- 
led in Grace, which, whatever Miſchief it may 
have done in the World, will, I hope, do no 
more; being too wild and extravagant to gain 
nuch Credit, and too abſurd to deferve or need 
(onfutation in this Place. In fine, They who 
think themſelves privileged by their Chriſtian 
Liberty to deny or withhold any part of that 
WH Obedicuce or Subjection which is due to the 
WH (iii Powers, wherber to the King as Supreme, 
iſe that are ſent by him, do incur the 
Apo{tolical Cenſure, and commit the ve 
Crime whach St. Peter warns all Chriſtians to 
id; uſing their Liberty as a Cloak of Mali- 
toſs +, Again, With reſpect to our Bre- 
hren or Ourſelves, we then abuſe our Liberty, 
en we make it an Occaſion of Scandal or Sin. 
In the former Caſe we exceed the Bounds of 
Lc aud Charity, in the latter, thoſe of Duty 
4 $:5riety, In Things wholly undetermined 
the Lau of Gop, or Commands of our Supe- 
ors, St. Paul's Rule ſhould take place; Let 
"very one of 1s pleaſe bis Neighbour for his good 
v F4//:cation ||, He that gave this Rule pra- 


% eln the Caſe of Meat offered to Idols, 

e, and and was thoroughly perſuaded by 

d MW '-17 /efrs, that nothing was unclean of it- 
by h 11d that an Idol was nothing in the world, 

on ere heing no other God but one 4, yet becauſe 
he — — *4 
| Pet, 11.16, || Rom, xv. 2. 4 Rom, xiv. 14. 


there 
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there was not in every Man that Knowledge, hg 
exhorts all to tate heed, left by any Mean 
their Liberty became a ſtumbling blotk to thy 
Weak, and reſolves for himſelf, that if Mea 
made bis Brother to offend, he would eat no Fleſh 
while the World ſtood, left be ſbould make lis 
Brot her to offend F. In all Cafes of the like 
Nature, of which many occur in a Man's Life, 
here is a Pattern for us to follow. Many 
Things may be {awful to us, which may not 
be expedient, and he has too little Regard for 
his Brother, who will not abridge himſelf the 
Uſe of his Chriſtian Liberty in ſome Things, 
rather than give Cauſe of Offence. He that 
will, in Things purely indifferent, uſe his Li- 
berty to the utmoſt, without any reſpcct to 
the Opinions or Infirmities of his Brethren, 
may gratify himſelf indeed, but will diſpleaſe 
others; which being done without Neceſſity, 
will bring him within the general Caſe off 
Scandal, and make him obnoxious to the Cen- 
ſure of walking uncharitably. Laſtly, We thenf 
abuſe our Liberty, when under pretext thereoff 
we indulge any Folly, or commit any Sin: for 
no Man is at liberty to tranſgrefs the Laws off 
God, or the Rules of Morality. For initancey 
Ws are at liberty to provide what Kinds off 
Meats and Drinks we think fit, and uſe then 
whenever Hunger or Thirſt invite; but it ng 
provide them with Niceneſs and Delicacy an 
unbounded Expence, if we indulge theſe Ap 
petites at unſeaſonable Times, or to an im 


— 


* 
* 


+ 1 Cor. viii. 4, 77 9, 13. | 
dera 


. 


of CHRISTIAN, LIBERTY, 21 


rute Degree Þ, ſo as to impair our Health, 
pre judice our Underſtandings, we uſe this 
liber;y as an Occaſion to the Fleſh. Again, In 
te Ciſe of Cloaths, we are at Liberty to pleaſe 
wr {clves, with a due Regard to the End of 
(oaths, which are, Neceſſity and Decency. 
e bir if in this Matter we gratify an idle and 
e, Norring Imagination, if we are gay and coſt- 
woch above our Rank and beyond our Eſtate, 
ot Nie value ourſelves on what we wear, and 
or Wie others who riſe not to the ſame heights 
he WI Gn iture with our ſelves, we here too ſe 
os, W's Lberty for an Occaſion to the Fleſh, The 
ut WW (ie is the ſame in Recreations and Diverſions, 
-i. | chink, no Man will deny to Chriſtians 
to Wie | 1berty of uſing ; but yet if we love and 
en, ue hem with too much Eagerneſs and Ve- 
aſe emence, if they engroſs that Time which is 
ty, We to the Service of Gop, or our Country; 
of Wn! +1: lies, Friends, or our Selves; if in them 
en- eva our Lives and Subſtance, we ve our 
ner rr for an Occafion to the Fleſh, In one 
coffee, f we make our Liberty an Excuſe for 
fog On: (hon or Neglect of any Duty, which by 
s on": L:-» God or Man, we are bound to per- 
nen; it we take Shelter in this for the De- 
ecco any Action or Praftice, which Religion 
nem Reaſon will not bear us out in, we 
WoW berty for an Occaſion to the Fleſh. Ha- 
ande thus ſpecified the ſeveral Ways by which 
W ridin Liberty may be abuſed, it remains 
10100" tha: T enquire, in a few Words, Wherein 
nne of it conſiſts. Which leads to the 
crath al Thing propoſed, vis. D Third- 


| Hans pars libertatls eft bent mor arns Venter. Sen, Ep. 
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Thirdly, That if we will uſe it with Advar. 


tage to others and our ſelves, we muit follow $;, 
Paul's Directions, and by Love ſerve one ang. | 
ther. For the Services of Love are. perfe? 
Freedom, proceeding from a noble and delight. 
ful Principle, yielding much Pleaſure in the 
very doing of them, and yet more in the Re. 
view. Whoever ſaw Caule to be angry with 
himſelf for Acts of Kindneſs and Love? Who. } 
ever repented of the Pains he had taken to o- 
vercome an outragious Paſſion ? The Exerciſes | 
of Love both produce a Calm in our own 
Minds, and favourable Thoughts of us in the | 
Minds of others. Love attrats Love, and! 
begets a reciprocal Affection, and ſo tends to 
create mutual Endearments and Happiness. 
Now ſo far are the Offices of Love from i. 
fringing or hurting our Liberty of any Kind, | 
that they ſecure the Continuance, 1nprove the 
Taſte, and heighten the Enjoyment of it, By 
abounding in the Offices of Love, we are all: | 
milated to the Bleſſed Gob and Father of Mer- | 
cies, the inexhauſtible Fountain of all Benet:- 
cence and Goodneſs; and efteually engage h 
ſpecial Favour and Bleſſing. By Love we give 
Value to all our Attainments in Knowledge, 
and to all our Performances in Chriſtian Duty: 
ſince how high ſoever we riſe in the one, 0! 
how exact ſoever we be in the other; if ov! 
Hearts be deſtitute of this Grace, they w:!! pro- 
fit us nothing, By Love, we give Strength and 
Beauty to human Society, and ſoften and con 
poſe whatever is harſh and rugged in Lite. 
This will not permit us to divulge and phe 

Ne 
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4 he Faults of our Brother, but diſpoſe us to 
„dier and conceal them. This will not ſuffer 
" 15 to aggravate his Failings and Intirmities, 
0 W © incline us to leflen and excuſe them; this 


dot allow eus to make a bad Conſtruction 
re his Words or Actions, when there is 
om for a good one. Love excludes all 
and Malice, baniſhes all Envy and Pride, 


wos over Reſentment and Revenge, har-. 
)- 3 

- WHT bour+ 10. fierce ill-natured Paſſion, overlooks 
„een Negledts and Provocations, engages 
0 tender of our Brother, as of our ſelves, 


il of his Perſon and Reputation, his Eaſe and In- 
rette and refuſes no Pains, where any of theſe 


to nay 1 
© rquire ”_ and Alliſtance; no, it is the Pro- 
- Neef Lore. But, whither am! going? 
Wl 'roperties of Love are too many to be e- 
D, 

e in one Diſcourſe; it is a Subject not 
» e ttempted now, better to paſs it, than 


Ende it ſo much below its Dignity. I ſhall 
cdlloſe this Diſcourſe with one Word 
mM Lech, ortation to this Duty of Brotherly Love, 
eon two Motives, proper both to this 
Auicnce and this Time, viz. 1. The Credit 
| and Ho our of our Eftabliſh'd Church and com- 


A on (,riſtianity. 2. The Proſperity and Hap- 
or ne our Sovereign Lord King GEORGE, 
re Peace and Safety of his Kingdoms. 
o- dui 1 beſeech you, the Word of Exhorta- 
1nd ton: | t me perſuade you, by Love to ſerve 
-er, becauſe the Credit and Honour of 
ir E. bling Church is herein deeply con- 
iu Ways The Church of England is eminent 
th: WW Charity to Chriſtians of every Denomi- 


D 2 nations 
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nation; how earneſtly then ſhould the Mem- 
bers of this Church ſtudy to excel in Charity 
one towards another, and to abound therein 
more and more, Should there be any Diviſion 
in Heart and Affection, among thoſg who pro- 
feſs to be united in every thing that is Good 
and Valuable > Who embrace the ſame Faith, 
own the ſame Lord, aſſemble themſelves in the | 
ſame Temple, agree in the ſame Way of Wor- 
ſhip, eat often the ſame Bread, and drink the | 
ſame Cup, in the ſolemneſt Manner renewing 
their Vows of Obedience to Gop, and Charity | 
to each other; thus, to all Appearance, we are | 
perfetlly joined together in the ſame Mind, and | 
in the ſame Fudgment x. We make up but one | 
Body, of which our Lord Jesus CHR15T is the | 
Head; Oh! that we were alſo animated with | 
one Heart, and with one Soul! How abſurd 
is it that any Diſſent ions ſhould reign among 
thoſe wha are engaged to each other by the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt endearing Ties? That they | 
who mect in the Houſe of Gop as Friends 
ſhould not alviys live and act together as fu. 
Let Love then be without Diſſimulation, let it 
evidence its Reality by the cleareſt and moit un- 
exceptionable Proots ; thus ſhall we adorn our 
moſt holy Faith, and give a commendable | 
Proof of true Chriſtian Zeal for it; thus bal 
we bear one another's Burden, and fulfil the Lav 
of Chrift. For indeed our common Chriſtian- 
ty requires this at our Hands, For as thet- 
is no Religion where there is not the Love d 
Gor, ſo Love to Gob and Love to the Bre- 
thren are inſeparable, and one does as Nail 
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ally reſult from the other, as Heat from the 
fie, and Light from the Sun. This was our 
lords New Commandment, the Mark he choſe 
o ditinguiſh his Diſciples by; for this he pray- 
» | to his Father in the Behalf of his Followers, 
1 Wl this was the Legacy he bequeathed to them. 
„ Wl Thc Exbtortations to this Duty of Love, and 

W ;:- :comiums of it throughout the New Te- 
ſament, are almoſt innumerable; this is the 


ic Net of Union, and the Bond of Perfe&neſs, 
be Commandment, and the Fulſilling 
ry if the Law. If therefore, we would be Chri- 
ro WH 14+ 1-24, and not in Name and Appearance 
Men, we muſt love one another, not in Word 
ne and Tongue, but in Deed and in Truth y; in 
he ok and in Truth, as the Original ſignifies. 
th WM for this is an operative Grace, and will mani- 


felt it {elf on all Occaſions, where any Good is 
) be done, any Service to be performed, to the 
Members of CHRIST. While Iam thus recom- 
nending Love, I think it proper to ſpecify one 
nene Vork of Love, which I am to entreat 
fir Afliftance in. I mean, the Work of Edu- 
eating the Poor and the Friendlefs, honeſtly 
ind re igiouſly; which is carried on in this 


our Wl [own with Care and Diligence, and of which 
ble e a commendable Inftance now before 
ba) WM four ts, A Work which recommends it ſelf 


the modeſt and ingenuous Looks, the order- 
) 2nd decent Behaviour, of the Children who 
mn thus Educated; A Work which we truſt 
V!lliily recompence both the Labour and Ex- 
eee ot 511 who are concern'd to promote it. 
Ind what good Man would grudge either La- 
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bour or Expence, when by them they may ſerve 
ſo many good Uſes, as are aimed at in this Work 
of Love, viz. clocbing the Naked, inſtructing the ꝶ. 
norant; keeping them out of the Ways of the Deſtriyer, 
and directing them in the Paths of Peace and Salvation, 
qualifying them for ſome uſeful Station, teaching 
them to be peaceable and obedient, faithful and in. 
duſtrious in that Station; above all, planting in 
them a true Senſe of Piety, that they may walkin 
the Fear of the Lord all che Days of their Lives. 
But I muſt not run out into a Commendation ol 
Charity-Schools ; it may ſuffice to mention theſz 
Things, before thoſe who ought to be preſumed to 
be forward of themſelyes, and who want not to 
be provoked to encourage this Work of Live. | 
go on to the other General Motive, Why ye ſhould 
ſerve one another by Love, becauſe hereby ye wil 
ſerve your Country, and promote the Peace and 
Safety of theſe Kingdoms, and in doing fo, con- 
tribute, what in you lies, to the Proſperity and 
Happineſs of our Gracious Soyereign King 
GEORGE, whoſe Acceſſion to the Crown we this 
Day commemorate, with Joy and Gratitude, with 
real Joy and unfeigned Gratitude, becauſe he is a 
King, in whom there is a Concurrence of all the 
Virtues, that can be deſired to make his Kingdoms 
and People ſafe, eaſy, flouriſhing and happy. Who 
asks no more, than that we ſhould be as dutiful to 
him, as he is juſt and kind to us, and be as {incere 
in our Deſires, and as conſtant and unweariedin our 
Endeavours to promote each other's Welfare, ass 
is to promote the Welfare of us all. Who earneſtly 
recommends Unanimity and Concord to all his 
Subjects; and has done every thing on his Part, not 
only to content and ſatisfy, but even to pleaſe and to 
oblige them. Who, by his late Royal Act of Grace, 
has drawn a Vail of Forgetfulneſs over that >Cen* 
which would not well bear to be reviewed 4 re- 

2 % membſe 


— — — — ——————y 


of CurISTIAN LiBERTY. 27 


nembred, and, by his Gracious Speech from the 
Throne at the paſling of it, has diſplayed ſo much 
Minczly Generofiry and Clemency, as will, we 
tope, conquer the Hearts of thoſe, whoſe Perſons 
were before ſubdued by his Army. Who, in fine, 
zules with Wiſdom, tempering: his Juſtice with 
great Indulgence, and deſerves that Title, which 
guts Ceſar juſtly preferred to all the other 
in WW Hons which the Senate and People of Rome 
in dad or could confer upon him; the glorious Title 
es. Pater Patriæ, The Father of his Country. And 
ince, by the Blefling of Divine Providence on 
tis Counſels and Actions, we are in a State of 
Quiet and Serenity, what more is required from 
1s, 0r what leſs can we do, than with Gratitude to 
Gon, and Obedience to our King, and Love to each 
/,, rcap the numerous Bleflings of a mild and 
xicctal Government. I have now the Honour of 
heating to ſeveral Perſons of Figure and Intereſt 
n their Country, whom their Dependents and 
Heriors are fond of imitating, and whoſe Exam- 
des un tollowed by Maltitudes; ſuch Perſons can- 
10 give a more acceptable Proof of their Allegi- 
ce do their Sovereign, than by the Exerciſe of 
mutua Love and Benevolence, and a readineſs to 
nerchange all Offices of Friendſhip . For as the 
weatelt Security and Strength of a King is in the 
ech ons of his People, as it is the greateſt Plea- 
re of a good King to know that he is poſſeſſed of 
u People's Affections. As this is a Treafure which 
vur moſt Excellent King accounts dearer than all 
"hers; ſo undoubtedly they are the beſt and moſt 
be Subjects, who not only give their own , 
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gez. fe conſent jens cum pop. Rom. conſalutat patriæ pa- 
"em. Cut lachrymans reſpondit Auguſtus campos fallus- meorum vo- 
ur, "ates C. quid habeo alind Deos immortales precari, quam ut 
Wen num veſtrum ad ultimum vite finem mihi perferre liceat. 
Weron in vit. Aug. Caf, 1. 58. 7 — &i exemeris ex na- 
i ceum benevolentie junfionem; nec domus ulla, nec urbs ſta- 
ere , ne agri quid em cultus permanebit. Tul de Amicit. 
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Hearts to aheir Sovercign, bur alſo diſpoſe mu 
others. co give him theirs doo hut this greac adit 
gaod Service is not in he Power of everyone 
perform g liaeie People may: conſider for; and 
by themſewes; but Perſons of Reputation and 
Credit, conſiderable for Eſtate, or Knowledge; 
Power in the County where they live; B 
mighty Influence over thoſe of a lower De 
who are more diſpoſed to act by the Authority 
great Examples, than to enquire: and judge fs 
themſelves; who therefore generally obſerve 
Sentiments and Behaviour of their Superior 
the Matter of Religion and Politicks, and nat 
ly and inſenſibly take the ſame Turn with che 
Lhope I ſhall not be miſapprehended in this A 
gument, nor be thought to intimate, even a 
remoteſt Diſtance, that any in this Audience need 
he excited to any thing, wherein they may ſha 
their Duty and Affection to King GEORGE, To 
ly mention it as a Matter of Pleaſure and Sat 
ction to thoſe who I now ſpeak to, who are hea 
tily well affected to his Petfon and Governments 
that they have it in their Power, in ſome Mei 
and Degree, to promote the Service, and con 
bute to the Eaſe and Happineſs of ſo Greats 
Good a Prince, who takes Pleaſure in the Pr 
rity of his People. It remains only, that I Inn 
you to uſe your Liberty piouſſy, charicably, al 
creetly, and by Lot ſerde one anather, ſo may Wa 
hope that the Prayers we have this Day put up 
Heaven, ſhall be effectually anſwered, that d 
Crown may never depart from that illuſtrious 
Houſe, in which it is now eſtabliſhed; and wal 
the Sacred and Civil Liberties we enjoy may Bf 
long continued to us, under the Protection of 
preſent Majeſty, and under that of his R Prog 
to all ſucceeding Ages, Amen. 
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